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COMING ALIVE

Ten weeks iInto the seascn and already players and fans alike are
building up a stock of memorable moments to discuss, remember and
re-tell.

For those of us starved of televised/recorded HMajor League ‘'ball,
there was the delight of having a complete game between the
Cubbiez and the Expos ftransmiited by Channel 4, though I think the
UX end of the live iransmission rather lacked polish,

Another encouraging factor has been the emergence of a new look
Transatlantic Baseball Fews & Review, the spring issue of which
can be ghtained from the LINEDRIVE ! contect address for the cover
price of £1.75 (post free).

s new magazine format, with black and white photographs, not
only has a number of interesting articles on the Major League game,
but also has an item discussing the fulure of the game in the UK.

QN _BASE VITH HADONKA

Back in 1943, Philip K ¥rigley, of chewing gum and Cubbies fame,
felt certain that the draft board would shut down men's baseball,
and so he set up the All American Girls Professicnal Baseball
League, recruiting dozens of women to keep the game alive. All- the
players were sent to charm school, and were instructed to wear
miniskirts when playing, and were escorted by chaperones when not.

At present, a movie is being made, entitled 'A League Of Their Own',
featuring Geena Davis, Madonna, and in the role of {the team coach,
Tom Hanks. :

All this was featured ir the Mail On Sunday colour supplement of
June 14th, and although it rather laboured the polnt about how hard
it is to get to speak to Hadonna, it provided a brief insight into
one of the more unusual episodes in the history of this great game.
Whilst the prospect of athlatic girls sprinting about in mini
skirts might get the male vote, I bet the girls hated sliding !
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Prizchett Conet j at _ : Sunday 7th June

Game One Extra Innings
131213141516171 JRI191301111121131R!
Cambridge Knightsl 1101110101057 1010Q) Q1 OF 0 013
Croydon Blue Jays|21Q011t0iQ1QIQL JOI1Q] O Q) @i 1141
Game_Two
1112131418161 71R]
ambridze Xnightelii0lQI01113i217]
Croydon Elue Jayslii212]1010Q101%16}

What a game ! luo appallingly wet conditions, Knights and Blue Jays
produced one of the most enjoyable cliff-hangers seen on a British
diamond. The sopping grass made the ball difficult to handle, and
Lenny Cappelan's opening RBI, slipping through the fingers of Jin
Hogge, the Blue Jays® shoristop, seemed o indicate a free scorimg,
error full game,

Hogge immediately made amends, scaring both RBI's in the bottom of
the first, and two further RBI's from Eric Barden {(Knights) and -
Harvey Sakher (Blue Jays), brought the score to 3-2 Jays.

With game one soscheduled to end in inning seven, Cambridge duly
pulled back the tying run, and there then followed & %ense tactical .
baitle through to the bottom of the 13th, and even the game
winning RBI, hit by Joe Rells for Blue Jays, finished with an -
attempted tag-out at home, which although declared safe, it was a
split second away from being declared out.

During the interval, spectators and players sagely pointed out that |
so ‘witen, the second game is so different in charecter from the
first, and no sconer had the umpire shouted ‘play ball!, than Blair .|
Sharleville belted the only homer of the day off Jamie Heather's
very Iirst pitch..

Blue Jays replied, slowly but steadily, and by the fifth inning were
9~-1 ahead, however RBI's from Dave Minnear in the fifth, and Phil -
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Doncaster and Lenny Cappellan in the sixth put Cambridge back in
contention, and Phil Doncaster batted in a further RBI, and stole
home on a wild pitch to give Knights the victory in game two,

Pritchett Construction National League Sunday 14th June
- Game Onpe Gaze Twg
{11213141516871 RI 1112131415161 7RI
London Warriors £2111015:011031101 [QtQ1QI212i213]091
Cambridge Knightsi01012t05010121 41 10§1111010101.0021

Warriors quickly stamped their authority on game one, the
unfortunate Dave Minnear, pitching for Knights, loading up the
bases, and then walking Stan Smulders in the very first inning.

Follow that with a quick fire double play in the bottom of the
first, WVarriors catcher Brad Thompson taking a Matthew Gilbert
rainmaker, then firing the ball to Darrir ¥Ward on lst base before
John Wellman could tag up.

The Knights clawed back to 3-2, with RBI's from Blair Sharleville
and Dave Minpear, but Warriors turned on the batting power, with
three of their best four sluggers, BErad Thompson, Justin Brown, and
Alan Swmith, all hitting REI's to put London 8-2 ahead after inning
four.

Further RBl's from Justin Brown and Stan Smulders put the game
beyond reach, and although Knighfs gained late consolations from a
Nell Borley RBI, and Dave Minnear walkiag in, it was all in vain.

Game two saw a much brighter start from Cambridge, when Dave
Minnear scooped up Brad Thompson's grounder to third, and rifled a
throw to John Wellman on second, who relayed to HNeil Borley on
first to double play both Thompson and Darrin Vard.

Yarriors shawed thej,r were equally adept at the double play, when in
the bottom of the third, Justin Brown caught Gary Liston's shot,
and then zinged the ball to Darrin Ward on first bvefore Phil
Doncaster's tag up.



LINEDRIVE ! ISSUE
Highlight of the game came in inning six, when the newly married
Julian Dodwell celebrated with his ‘honeymoon homer’, to make the
score 5-3.

Further RBI'S from Brad Thompson, Alan Smith and Stan Smulders
sealed game two for the WVarriors, with further pitching victories
going to Alan Smith, game one, and Vincente Martinez, game two.

Pritchett Construction Watiopal Leagye Sunday 21zt June

1112(3141516171819( Rl
Esseyx Eagles _ 1011t01115101010101 74
London Werriors[4121010131213101X114!

Essex Bagles gave the all conquering Yarrlors a taste of their own
medicine, putting on a mid game surge with five runs in the fifth
to put the Warriors 7-0 down.

VYarriors had started brightly, with two run homers from Justin
Brown in the lst inning, and Darrin Ward in the second. However,
Vinoce ¥arner claimed a homer for the Bagles in the top of the 4ih,
and after that, Warriors really had to work.

A =econd two run homer from Justin Brown In the sixth, meant that
on his next appearance in Iinning seven, he was intemtionally
walked, and having gained free passage to first, <cheerfully ran
home Warriors last two runs, with Darrin Ward, off the bat of Kevin

Murphy.
PRITCHETT CONSTRUCTION NATIONAL LEAGUE STANDINGS - WEEK 7

¥n Lt Pcent GB

Enfield Spartans 8 0 1.000 -

London Warriors 7 0 1.000 %

Croydon Blue Jays 5 5 .500 4

Cambridge Knights 4 4 .500 4

Birmingham Revils 4 5 444 4%

Reading Bulldogs 1 8 .11) 7%

Essex Eagles 1 8 111 7%











