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BASEBALL IN BRITAIN

EdifeJ by Phil Ross

8~lINED

PIRATES

IROUNDSH"AWI

The Spirit of St.. Louis 1927

The transatlantic spirit of 1992

A BALLPARK UNIQUE IN HISTORY

BLUE JAYS



Sun 28th June away to Enfield Spartans

Sun 5th July away to Reading Bulldogs

Sun 12th July HOKB TO CROYDOI BLUB JAYS

Sun 19th July away to Enfield Spartans

Sun 26th July away to Birmingham Devils

Sun 2nd August HOKE to CAXBRIDGB KIIGHTS

Sun 16th August away to Croydon Blue Jays (D)

Sun 23rd August HOKE TO BIRKIIGHAX DBVILS (D)

Sun 30th August HOKB TO BIFIELD SPARTAIS (D)

Sun 6th September away to Reading Bulldogs

Sun 13th September HOKE TO BSSBX BAGLES

Sat 19th September Semi Final Playoffs Game 1

Sun 20th September Semi Final Playoffs Games 2 & 3

Sat 26th September Final Playoff Game 1

Sun 27th September final Playoff Games 2 & 3

Sun 4th October lational League Champs v Buddies League Champs

D=Dauble header-2 seven ilJlJiDg5 gl11lles. G/Jme OlJe starts 1 :00 pm

All other lJine ilJlJilJg games start 3:00 pm.

LOIOOI WARRIORS

IATIOIAL LEAGUE

TEAK ROSTER 1992

ku Usual Fieldini Position Uniform lumber

Harry Atwood Shortstop 12

Alan Bloomfield Second Base 4

Justin Brown Third Base 20

Julian Dodwell Centrefield 19

Ben Geddes Leftfield 17

Oliver Heidecker Designated Hitter 14

Vincente Kartinez Relief Pitcher 16

levin Kurphy Rightfield 18

Alan Smith Starting Pitcher 8

Stanley Smulders Rightfield 15

Brad Thompson Catcher 6

Durin Ward First Base 7

Dean Yard Third Base 5

LOlOOI

Sun 26th April

Sun 10th Kay

Sun 17th Kay

Sun 24th Kay

Sun 31st lay

Sun 14th June

Sun 21st June

WARRIORS IATIOBAL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 1992

HOKE TO CAKBRIDGE KliGHTS W 11-3

HOKE TO RBADIIG BULLDOGS (D) Y 16-4 & 17-0

away to Essex Eagles (D) Y 15-1 & 16-1

away to Birmingham Devils W16-6

HOKB TO CROYDOJ BLUE JAYS Y 9-3

away to Cambridge Knights (D)

HOKE TO BSSBI EAGLES



LINEDRIVE ! ISSUE 5 LINE'DRIVE ! IS/SUE 5

Highlight Df the game came in inning six, when the newly married
Julian DDdwell celebrated with his 'hDneymDDn hDmer', tD make the
SCDre 5-3.

A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

COM ING AL IVE

Further RBI'S frDm Brad ThDmpsDn, Alan Smith and Stan Smulders
sealed game tWD fDr the WarriDrs, with further pitching victDries
gDing tD Alan Smith, game Dne, and Vincente Martinez, game tWD.

Ten weeks intD the season and already players and fans alike are
building up a stDck Df memorable moments tD discus,s, remember and
re-tell.

Essex Eagles gave the all cDnquering WarriDrs a taste of their Dwn
medicine, putting Dn a mid game surge with five runs in the fifth
to put the WarriDrs 7-6 down.

Pritchett CDnstructiDn National Lea~

1112131415161716191 RI
Essex Eagles 1011101115101010101 71
LDndDn lIarriDrsl412101013121310lXI141

Sunday 21st June FDr thDse Df us starved of televised/recDrded Major League 'ball,
there was the delight Df having a complete game between the
Cubbies and the Expos transmitted by Channel 4, thDugh I think the
UK end Df the live transmission rather lacked polish.

AnDther encDuraging factDr has been the emergence Df a new IDDk
Transatlantic Baseball News & Review, the spring issue of which
can be obtained frDm the LINEDRIVE ! cDntact address fDr the CDver
price Df £1.75 (pDst free),

Warriors had started brightly, .with two run hDmers from Justin
BrDwn in the 1st inning, and Darrin \lard in the secDnd. However,
Vince Warner claimed a hDmer fDr the Eagles in the tDP of the 4th,
and after that, Warriors really had to wDrk.

Its new magazine format, with black and white phDtDgraphs, nDt
only has a number Df interesting articles Dn the MajDr League game,
but alsD has an item discussing the future Df the game in the UK.

ON BASE WITH MADONNA

----------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------
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LIN£ORIV£ ! - PRoss, Flal 2, ThansscTofl, Sslborne Rd, Croydon, Tel OSI &SS 2966,

At present, a movie is being made, entitled 'A League Of Their Own',
featuring Geena Davis, Madonna, and in the role Df the team cDach,
Tom Hanks.

All this was featured in the Mail On Sunday cDIDur supplement Df
June 14th, and although it rather laboured the pDint about how hard
it is to get tD speak to Madonna, it provided a brief insight intD
one of the more unusual episodes in the history of this great game.
Whilst the prospect Df athletic girls sprinting abDut in mini
skirts might get the male vote, I bet the girls hated sliding !

Back in 1943, Philip K Wrigley, Df chewing gum and Cubbies fame,
fel t certain that the draft board wDuld shut dDwn men's baseball,
and so he set up the All American Girls ProfessiDnal Baseball
League, recruiting dozens Df women to keep the game alive, All: the
players were sent to charm schDDl, and were instructed to wear
miniskirts when playing, and were escorted by chaperones when nDt.

Enfield Spartans
Loudou Yarriors
CrDydDn Blue Jays
Cambridge Knights
Birmingham Devils
Reading BulldDgs
Essex Eagles

A secDnd tWD run hDmer from Justin BrDwn in the sixth, meant that
Dn his next appearance in inning seven, he was intentiDnally
walked, and having gained free passage to first, cheerfully ran
hDme WarriDrs last two runs, with Darrin Ward, off the bat Df Kevin
Murphy.

!"RITCHETT CONSTRUCUQlU!.AIJ.Ql{A.L.1ElJ;JLE-.S1AlLD..U!.(;~_--=-"'-EJUL7..

lin Lt Pcent GB
8 0 1. 000
'1 0 1. 000 l2
5 5 .500 4
4 4 .500 4
4 5 .444 4\(,
16.1117\('
18.1117\('
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REPORTS & SCORES

Pritchett Construction National League Sunday 7th June

Doncaster and Lenny Cappellan in the sixth put Cambridge back in
contention, and Phil Doncaster 'batted in a further RBI, and stole
home on a wild pitch to give Knights the victory in game two.

Ecitchett Construction National League Sunday 14th June
<:l.1!.mJ>....Qn.e. Game Two,
111213141516171 RI 111213141516171RI

London Warriors 12111015101111110110101012121213191
C-BJIlki..dge Knightsl 0 10 12101 Q.LQ.!2.L1.l 10111 11 0 10 101.0 121

Extra Innings
18191101111121131RI
10101 01 01 01 0131
10101 01 01 01 1141

Game One
I 11213141516171

Cambridge Knightsl 1101 1101010111
Croydon Blue Jaysl21QII101010101

Game Two
111213141516171RI

Cambridge Knightsl11QIQIQI 11312171
Croydon Blue Jaysl1121210101011161

What a game! In appallingly wet conditions, Knights and Blue Jays
produced one of the most enjoyable cliff-hangers seen on a British
diamond. The sopping grass made the ball difficult to handle, and
Lenny Cappelan's opening RBI, slipping through the fingers of Jim
Hogge, the Blue Jays' shortstop, seemed to indicate a free scoring,
error full game.

Hogge immediately made amends, scoring both RBI's in the bottom of
the first, and hID further RBI's from Eric Barden (Knights) and
Harvey Sakher (Blue Jays), brought the score to 3-2 Jays.

With game one scheduled to end in inning seven, Cambridge duly
pulled back the tying run, and there then follmled a tense tactical.,'
battle through to the bottom of the 13th, and even the game ,.
winning RBI, hit by Joe Rolls for Blue Jays, finished with an
attempted tag-out at home, which although declared safe, it was a
spli t second away from being declared out.

During the interval, spectators and players sagely pointed out th<lt
so 'often, the second game is so different in charecter from the
first, and no sooner had the umpire shouted 'play ball', than Blair .1
Shar1eville belted the only homer of the day off Jamie Heather's
very first pitch ..

Blue Jays replied, slOWly but steadily, and by the fifth inning were
5-1 ahead, however RBI's from Dave Minnear in the fifth, and Phil ,,,
----------------------------------------------------------------

Warriors quickly stamped their authority on game one, the
unfortunate Dave Minnear, pitching for Knights, loading up the
bases, and then ~Ialking Stan Smulders in the very first inning.

Follow that with a qUick fire double play in the bottom of the
first, Warriors catcher Brad Thompson taking a Matthew Gilbert
rainmaker, then firing the ball to Darrin Ward on 1st base before
John Wellman could tag up.

The Knights c.Jawed back to 3-2, with RBI's from Blair Sharleville
and Dave Minnear, but Warriors turned on the batting power, with
three of their best four sluggers, Brad Thompson, Justin Brown, and
Alan Smith, all hitting RBI's to put London 8-2 ahead after inning
four.

Further RBI's from Justin Brown and Stan Smulders put the game
beyond reach, and although Knights gained late consolations from a
Neil Borley RBI, and Dave Minnear walking in, it was all in vain.

Game two saw a much brighter start from Cambridge, when Dave
Minnear scooped up Brad Thompson's grounder to third, and rifled a
throw to John Wellman on second, who relayed to Neil Borley on
first to double play both Thompson and Darrin Ward.

Warriors showed they were equally adept at the double play, when in
the bottom of the third, Justin Brown caugh:t Gary Liston's shot,
and then zinged the ball to Darrin Ward on first before Phil
Doncaster's tag up.

- 3 -
- 2 -
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